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3: LENCTM OF OBSERVATION 


August 1957 


See ¢ | , 
iO, BRIEF SUMMARY OF SIGHTING 


minutes 


PROJECT 10073 RECORD CARD 


2 LOCATION 


Arlington, Virginia 
4. TYPE OF OBSERVATION 


PO Ground- Vi suci 


0 Air Visel 
SOURCE 


‘Civilians | 
® NUMBER OF OBJECTS | 9. COURSE 


one 


“An orange colored object was seen 


‘flashing across the sky. 


It was the 


4-Traveling not less than 2000 mph, 
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CONCLUSIONS 


Was Balloon 
Probebly Balloon 
Possibly Balloon 


Was Aircroft 
EI™ Probobly Aircroft 
Possibly Aircraft 


O Ground-Roder 


Air-Intercep! Redar 


Ho 000 ¢ 


Was Astronomical 
Probably Astronomico! 
Possibly Astronomical 


Other 
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Unk nown 


North 
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31. COMMENTS 


Supplementary investigation by 


burner in operation, 


Insufficient Date for Evaluation | 


11006 AISS indicates the object was} 
.Psize of a pea or pinhead at arms lengthjprobably a jet aircraft with after; 
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Sketch of path of object prepared by Source 
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Age: <Approximately 60 
Occupation: Housewife 


Qualifications: No special technical qualifications or 
training 


Ii, RELIABILITY: The physical and mental state of the Source induced by 
over inculgsnce was such 23 to preclude the possibility of a comprehsnsive or 
comprenencadle interview. 


III. SOURCE’S DESCRIPTION CY SICHTING: Source stated that acproxizatel; 
2330 ste was sitting in the steos of her home when her son called her attantion 
to an object in the sky. The odject was described as resembling a bricht, 
round, pink disk with an crangs edge. T-e Sources said the object was the 
Bpproximate size cf a lemon held at arms length. ‘She observed the object for 


tprozizataly 30 Fucaule before it was obscured “ae trees, I[t was deacribad as 
moving very slowly across the sky in 4 atraight Li Prom south to north. 


Source could zive no further informaticn. 
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SUPPL™MENTARY INVESTIGATIVE EFFORTS: 


1. A check was made with Andrews AFB, Weshingeton, D.C,, Flignt Onorations | 
with negative results, 


2, Bolling ASB, Washington, D.C., Flignt Operations was contacted with 
nagative rasults. 


3. The Washington National Airport, Washington, D.C., Flignt Operations 
was contacted with negative results. 


, 4%, Andrews APB, Washington, D.C., waather service was contacted with 
negative results. 


5. The U.S. Weather Bureau, Washington, D.C., was contacteda with negative 
results, 


; 6, The Virginia State Highway Patrol waa contacted. The nolice officer 
who accented the telephones report indicated that Source Part II went to ereat 
lengths tc assure nim that he was gober, Tha police officer stated tae Source 


did not sound intoxicated, 


7. The Clmstead Plight Service Center, Middletown, Fa., was cortacted 
with nevative results, 


8. The United States Naval Astronomical Observatory, Washington, 0 
was contacted. It was indicated the object did not conform to the norzal 
behavior of astronomical phenozena, 


9. Pilots based in the Andrews AFE, Washineton, D.C., are 
contacted for information regarding aprearance and chnaractert 
aircraft in flight at nizht. 


10, The 547th. ACWRON, Manassas Va., was contacted with negative resulta. 
Butler Aviation Company, Creraticna, Wasahinetor, D.C., was contacted 
en information that they were exverimernting with airborne Liehting ecuirment. 


Negative results. 
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COMMESTS OF PREPARING OFFICER: 

1. Investigation conductad with the United States Weatner Bureau and 
Waatnsr Service, Andraws APS, Washington, D.C., plus the characteristics of tna 
object indicated by the Sources seem to eliminate the possinility that ths 
object was a weather balloon. In addition, the wind conditions during the 
period of the sighting were such as to obviate the possibility of a@ balloon 
being present in the area of the signting. 

2. Information obtained from the United States Naval astronomical 
Observatory, Washington, D.C., indicates that no unexplained astronomical 
phenomenon cccured during the period of sighting. The duration of the signtin; 

fs 


,was such es to limit the possibility that the object observed by the Sourc: 
waa a 3hcoting atar or meteor. The characteristics of the object as described 
did net conform favorably to a star or planet hypothesis. 


3. On tha basia of all the facts considsred it does not 32em probable 
that the aighted object was an optical phenomenon. 


4, Taking into consideration the unreliability of the Sources, and the 
obvious difficulty of acuratealy judging neignt anc apeed at ni r 
nossible that the object was a jet aircraft. Conversations he 
indicated that a configuration as described by the Sourcea cou 
@ jet aircrart vas fiying with its afterburner in operation, 
is situated aroroximately 20 feet from a heavily traveled hich 
possibility exists that the sound of the aircraft was not hear 
highway traffic noise. 
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UFOB, SGT SQM ARLINGTON COUNTY POLICE, ARLINGTON COUNTY 
VIRGINIA REPORTED FOLLOWING INFORMATION AS FURNISHED HIM BY 


ce EE HIGHWAY, ARLINGTON VIRGINIA 
i ‘Kount “OBJECT, ALL LIGHT | UP OVER ROSSLYN, ARLINGTON 


eed VIRGINIA AT 2313 out SHA awe AUGUST 57 OBJECT ESTIMATED 
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OBJECT ALSO OBSERVED BY MRgMMMMMlMMS SON AND DAUGHTER-IN-LAW. = y 1 bis 
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Cualifications: Ho special technical qualificaticns or training 


II, RELIABILITY: During investigative proceas Source displayed signs of 
recent alcoholic indulgence. Source indicated that he nad an avid interest in the 
type of occurarcce reported and had seen sinilar ot jects before Source appeared to 

2 of average intelligencs, Answers to questions were giver in 4 positive an 
unequivocal canner, Scurce nad no technical background or cutatanding capabilities 
to increase the reliability of his obaervations, In the cpinion of the investigator 
tne Source and inform@tion 2nculd be considered unreliadle. 

fil, SOURGS'= DRSCR2ICTIOS ? SIGHTING: . 


] ‘ 

{ght, orsangs-celored object t 

omparative size of the head of a pin cr a nea held at arms length. 4G 

nat the object was traveling from scuth to north at apprarimately 50,000 feet and 

it & speed of 200 miles per nour.* Source based this estimate of 
‘ 


not less than 2 
2 speed on ocbservaticna of jet aircraft flying in the vicinity of his home whic! 
» elt were traveiing SOO mile “2B 


s per heur. The object was rerortedly “5° above 
7 line across the sky.- 
$C seconds losing visual 
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i by trees, Source indicated he was certain of the veri 
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or was not visible. Th 


e. The object was 


ghter than the background of the sy ard cid not avpear to stand still at any 
re. During the verisd of sighting however, the cd ject appeared to pick up speed 
fore he lcoat signt of it. Tha object did rot break into parts, give off smoxe or 
Inge shape The object did not flicker, throd, or puisate, gurce said the object 
ilg not move beniné cr in frent oft anything during the period gerved. The odject 
Yaz obserred with the -aked eye and appeared to tbe aclid ard sharply cutlined, 
areca indicated that he called the attention of ais father and mother to ‘tae ooject. 
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13: lle: Pasrmecnc. Arlt n, Va 
Occupation: Piano Salesman 
Education: Completed Hign School 


II. RELIASILITY: Scurce aspeared tc be in earnest regarding tne 
information submitted. iicvever, nis observations were definitely influenced 
by his son and wife. The behavior of his wife embarrassed him during the 
interview end he made efforts tc reatrain ner enthusiasm. Source appeared to 
be of average intelligences. He was co-operative throughout the interview. 
However, on the basis of evicert pressure exerted on the Source pricr to and 


during the interview the Source and the Informaticn 


III. SCURCE'S DESCRIPTION GO SIGSTING: Source stated ne was testin: 
outside kis home when his wife anc son called his attention to an coyect in tne 
sky. He statec the object was round Soroximately the size of a nalt doll 
said at armas lengtn, and a light red color.” He indicated whan he notec 
the object it was traveling north at QO miles per hour and estimated the alti 
tuda at 59,900 feet.* The object was sate 70° above tne horizon when it 


ro 
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waa first coserved ard moved ina straignt Line across tne skye? Yea esata ne 
oaserved the ot ject fer approximately SO seconds losing visual contact when it 
was obacnured by trees. Source indicated he was certain of tne pericd of the 
time of signting. Scurce indicated there were many stars, iocwever tne mcon was 
mot visible. The ctject waa described as brighter than the background of the 
exy and resembled the orightness of autonodile headlights several yaria away. 
The object did net appear to stand still at any time, and cid not breax into 
carts, give off amcxe or chang> shape. ‘Tne cbject dic not meve beninc or in 
front of anything during the veriod otserved, The »eather was cascritet as dry 
22 warm with a slight breeze noticeabis, He sal t did not flicker, *tnrch 
or pulsate. ne cbject was coserved with the raked eye and appeared ¢ a 
sslia and sharpely outlined. Source stated he nad no idea what the object was 


3 Incla: 
lL. Sketch of cbject prepared by Source 
2. Sketch of vath of object prepared Sy Source 
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